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CHILD WELFARE — NEWMAN 
Question without Notice 709 — Supplementary Information 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [5.05 pm]: Further information 
on the question asked by Hon Sue Ellery about children in Newman has come in. The Department for Child 
Protection is committed to working with the Martu people and other agencies in Newman to help address and 
improve social conditions for families living in remote and rural communities. The department continues to work 
to maintain strong working relationships with other agencies in the town to ensure that information on issues in 
that town can be shared. A council representative attends the monthly child safety team meetings, chaired by the 
department in Newman. This provides a forum to discuss with other government and non-government agencies 
strategies in response to issues in the area. If a child or young person is found on the streets at night with no adult 
or carer, WA Police will return them to a responsible adult or notify the department to find suitable 
accommodation until they can be returned to their family. An assessment can be undertaken of the risk of 
reoccurrence and the potential risks to the child as a result. This was the information I was waiting for and still 
have not got yet, but the department is willing to implement periodic joint night-time patrols with WA Police and 
the local shire in Newman. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Was that report accurate? That is what I am trying to establish. Has your department been able 
to say, “Yes, it is the case that children as young as four were on the streets of Newman last week”? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: There was one little boy, from memory, who was on the streets in Newman, and 
he was taken home and his family was offered support, so, yes. I am saying to the member that the district 
director of the department’s Pilbara district office will contact the local government to discuss those night 
patrols. Officers from the department ride on the Martu school bus three mornings a week to help families 
increase their children’s focus on school attendance. They also attend Newman schools to assist in the retention 
and attendance of students and deliver various programs in collaboration with the police and health workers, and 
the department provides a crisis care service outside ordinary business hours as part of its crisis response in 
Newman. 
 


